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But by this method he might stir up Assyrian
provinces to rebel, declaring that so they might
easily win their independence. If a sufficient
number of these rebellions could be started at one
time, Assyria could not possibly put them. down.
Beaten on every side, Asshurbanapal must inevi-
tably permit Shamash-shum-ukin to set up aii inde-
pendent kingdom. The aid received from the
other states through their rebellions would be
indirect only, and they would have compensation
enough in their own freedom from the oppressor.
The weakness of the plan, however, far exceeded
its strength. It was, in the first place, a plan that
could not be carried on in secret, and secrecy
alone could give it a chance of success. He might
easily approach a people who thought that their
present interests were rather with Assyria, and
would therefore promptly reveal the plot. Once
revealed, the Assyrians might readily evidence
once more their virtue of promptness and over-
whelm the traitorous Babylonians, as they had
done before in the days of Merodach-baladan.
Still further was the plan weak in that it took no
account of the consequences which might follow
the breaking up of the Assyrian empire. Assyria
had more than once saved Babylonia from Ara-
maeans or Chaldeans who threatened to engulf the
whole land, If the martial arm was now broken,
Babylonia would become the instant prey of the
Chaldeans. It is difficult to believe that a plot so
fraught with dangerous consequences, involving